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PREFACE 

 

 

The Change came about as a challenge piece for the author.  As a member of a group of writers in 

Gulfport, Florida, the idea arose that each would write a short story.  In a different group, there had 

been an often boisterous discussion of what constituted the proper balance between dialogue and 

narrative.  As a bit of a renegade, the author determined that his short story would be composed of 

nothing but dialogue, thereby taking the often-cited mantra of ‘show, don’t tell’ to its limits.  As the 

reader will see, he failed.  The following story contains nine lines of narrative (1.8%).  The unintended 

outcome is that others, who favor dialogue over narrative, are now seeking to ‘change’ The Change to a 

one-act play. 

The text of The Change is laid out so that the narration is centered and in a larger font.  The male voice is 

anchored to the left margin, while the female voice is anchored near the center, thus obviating the need 

to attribute dialogue to one or the other.
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Sometime in the future 

 

* * * * * 

 

“My draft notice came in the mail today.” 

 

Greg Dominici dangled his long legs over the 

edge of the seawall, his toes playing just 

above the water. 

 

“I got mine too,” Sheryl replied.  “I was hoping that it wouldn’t 

arrive until after I turned 16.  Too bad, I guess.” 

“Maybe that’s why we got them at the same time.  I turn 16 a 

week before you do, remember?” 

“Of course, silly!  I know when your birthday is!” 

“A lot of the others kids at school got them too.” 

“I know.  Francine was pretty upset.” 

“Why?  We’ve all known that this day would come eventually.” 

“I’m not sure.  She wouldn’t say, but I think she was ranked 

pretty low in the draft.” 

“She graduated, didn’t she?” 

“Yeah, but she wasn’t at the top of her class and her degree is in 

Art History: not exactly one of the sciences.” 

“Neither is yours.  Political Science isn’t really one of the hard 

sciences, you know.” 

“I thought it was hard enough.  There’re a lot of statistics in Poli-

sci.  Besides, I have a second degree in Philosophy and six 

graduate credits in The Philosophy of Multi-ethnic Interactions.” 
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“I didn’t get a score in my packet.  I wasn’t ranked either.  Do 

you think my Liberal Arts degree affected my score?” 

“You mean the lack of it?” 

“Yeah, I guess so.  I’ll graduate next term.  Would that matter?” 

“The degree was probably taken into consideration, but I have 

no idea what weight it would be given.  Don’t worry about it.  

We’ll be fine ... I hope.” 

“You hope?  What’s the matter?  Did you get a score?  Were you 

ranked?” 

“I did ... I was ranked very high.  The notice had a note in it too.  

If I pass the next test, I would be an Exempt.” 

“Oh, wow.  I had no idea!  Congratulations!  ...  You don’t seem 

very happy about it.  How come?” 

“I’d be ecstatic, but if you didn’t get a score yet, then that 

means they’re still evaluating you, doesn’t it?” 

“I guess so.  I mean, that makes sense.” 

“Well, that means that we could be put into different groups.” 

“Yeah, I suppose that’s possible.” 

“Greg!  If we’re in different categories, we could be separated!  I 

don’t want that!  I love you!” 

“I love you too!  Give us a hug and a kiss? 

“Mmm.  That was nice.  I feel a little better, but it doesn’t 

change anything.” 

“I know, but we have to do this, don’t we?  Isn’t it a law or 

something?” 

“The law says we have to take the test.  We still get to choose 

what we want to do about it, and I want to be with you!” 

“I want to be together, too, but I’m not sure about getting to 

choose.  I heard that if you fail the physical ... it’s called the 

Medical Predisposition Profile ... then you’re automatically 
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assigned to Group 3 no matter what your score is.  Isn’t The 

Change mandatory for everyone in Group 3?” 

“Maybe that’s why Francine was so upset.” 

“Maybe.” 

“I think you’re right about The Change being mandatory for 

people in Group 3. And people in Group 4 don’t have a choice 

either.  The judge decides what happens to those people.  The 

Change is supposed to help eliminate crime.” 

“Group 4 is all criminals.” 

“I know.  And I also know that you won’t test into Group 3.  

You’ll be at least Group 2.” 

“You don’t think I’ll score in Group 1?” 

“If you had, then you’d have a score on your draft notice, 

wouldn’t you?” 

“Yeah, you’re right.  You’re so much smarter than me.  It’s no 

wonder you scored so high.” 

“So, Greg, what do you think you’ll do if you score in Group 2?” 

“I’m not sure.  I need to find out if you’d be exempt or not 

before I decide.” 

“What do you mean?” 

“If you fail the next test, then you’d be in Group 2.  Then we 

could be together.  If they eventually give me a good score and 

a high rank, then we could be together as well.” 

“Yeah, I think that’s right.  But, if I do pass the physical, well, 

then I’ll be exempt and, if you’re not, then we can’t be married!  

That’s what I meant before when I said that we could be 

separated!” 

“You don’t think my score will be high enough, do you?” 

“I didn’t say that, but you need to be ranked high and pass the 

Medical Predisposition Profile in order to be exempt.” 



The Change 
 

4 

 

“But if we both end up in Group 2, then we can be together.  

We would get married.  If you want to, that is.” 

“I do!  I really do!  You know that!” 

We could choose to be together, then.  No question.  After all, 

America is still a free country.” 

“If we’re both in Group 2, we could be married, but we couldn’t 

have children.” 

“Maybe.  That’s not quite the way I heard it.  Physically, we 

could have children, although it would be against the law.  But I 

also heard that Group 2 couples can be bumped up to Group 1 if 

something dreadful happens.” 

“Like what?” 

“Let’s say ... hmm ... I want to pick something outlandish so that 

we don’t get hung up on my example.  Let’s say that Mensaville 

is hit by a meteor.  That place is loaded with Exempt people.  

Anyway, if a lot of Exempts are killed for some reason, then the 

program guide says that Group 2 couples can be promoted.  

We’d be the same as people who fly standby or like substitute 

soccer players.  The program guide says that the same number 

of Exempts should be maintained across all age groups.” 

“Well, that does make a lot of sense.  ...  Hey!  Where’d you get 

a program guide?” 

“Remember my older cousin Chuckie?  He changed three years 

ago.  While he was in the program, he swiped a copy of the 

guide.  He won’t talk with me about it - that’s a felony, you 

know - but stealing the guide wasn’t covered in the law.  At 

least that’s what he said.  Anyway, it’s all very confusing.  I’m 

not sure I understand it.” 

“Do you still have it?” 

“Ow!  You’re hurting my arm!” 

“Oh, sorry.  I just got excited.  Do you still have it?” 

“Yeah.  I know I should throw it away, but I can’t.” 

 “Can I see it?  We can go to your room and ...”   
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Sheryl paused, her heart pounding. 

 

“And what?  What derailed that train of yours?” 

“Just a random thought.” 

“What?  I like some of the crazy ideas you come up with.  Tell 

me?” 

“I was thinking that one way for me to avoid being assigned to 

the Exempt category is ...” 

“What?” 

“We can have sex: up in your room.  No one’s home right now.  

If I’m not a virgin, I can’t be exempt.” 

“Oh, wow.  Did you just ask me to go to bed with you?” 

“I think so.  Will you do it?  Please?  Don’t you want me?” 

“I’d love to do that with you ... you know that!  But I think it’s a 

bad idea.  If you go in for the test and you’re not a virgin, that’s 

a felony.  You wouldn’t be in Group 2.  They’d put you in Group 

3, maybe even 4.  That’s in the guide.” 

“Crap!  What if you got me pregnant?  Abortion’s been illegal 

for years!” 

“That’d be even worse.  Unauthorized sex and pregnancies are 

illegal.  We’d both be put into Group 4 as criminals.  You’d 

probably be allowed to have the baby, but it would be taken 

away and given to someone else.  Or maybe they’d abort it.” 

“But abortion’s illegal!” 

“I know, but not for the government.  The child would be the 

result of two felonies.  And then they’d find out I was the father.  

Since we’d both be criminals and the baby has our genes, the 

baby would be disposed of as part of the Anti-Crime Program.  I 

learned that back in health and civics class.  ...  But I’m really not 

sure.  If the child was born, though, it would probably be put in 

Group 3 or 4.  I just don’t know. 
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“I know that it’s wrong, but I really want you.  I want you now 

and forever.  What’re we going to do?” 

“We’re going to go to the testing center and do our civic duty.  

That’s what we’ll do, but in the meantime, I think we should go 

up to my room and I’ll show you the guide.  We can fool around 

a little, too, if you want, but no real sex.” 

“Oh, I see.  Clinton sex would be alright, but not real sex, huh?” 

“I didn’t mean that!” 

“I know.  I was only teasing.  And I also know that we need to do 

our duty, our civic duty as you put it.  Mom says that back in 

2020, the world was in really bad shape.  She tells me that the 

program seems to be helping quite a bit.” 

“Come on.  Let’s go upstairs.” 

Greg stood up, took Sheryl’s hand, and 

helped her to her feet as well.  Together, 

they walked through the yard and into the 

house in silence. 

“Here it is.  I hid it under the mattress for safekeeping.” 

“Let me see?” 

“Okay.  Like I said, I didn’t really understand some of it.  They 

probably give us more details during the testing.” 

“I’m sure they do.” 

“Is it true that they are going to count my sperm?” 

“That’s what I heard.  And I get a fertility test.” 

“Here’s the program guide.” 

 

Programme For Global Population Sustainability 

Greg points to the second page. 
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“Look at this part.  The heading is HISTORY but what they have 

in there is a bunch of goop.  We never learned any of that in 

History class.” 

 

Sheryl took the guide from Greg and read. 

 

 “I think it means history of the program not history in general.  

Let me read it.  Let’s see, who’s this guy?” 

“Who?” 

“Paul Ehrlich.” 

“It says in there.  Keep reading.  He was some sort of biologist 

from back in the 1960s.” 

“That’s 80 years ago, so I guess that would count as history.” 

“It goes back further.  Just keep reading.” 

“Let’s see.  It says here that Dr. Ehrlich was very concerned 

about population growth.  His calculations showed that if 

nothing was done to stop it, the globe would become 

overpopulated and there wouldn’t be enough food for 

everyone.  He advocated forced population control.” 

“That was when?  Nineteen sixty-something?” 

“Yes.  Listen.  It goes on.  Dr. Erlich’s calculations were off, but 

not because he wasn’t a great man, a great scientist: a scientist 

of vision who cared deeply for the planet.  The crisis never 

happened because there never was a food shortage.” 

“So what happened?” 

“I’m getting there.  GMO’s were invented and that changed 

Dr. Ehrlich’s equations.  The use of GMOs made more food 

available.  Nobody starved.” 

“Right.  That’s one of the parts I didn’t understand: that GMO stuff.” 

“A GMO is a Genetically Modified Organism.  Let’s see, Watson 

and Crick didn’t discover DNA until 1953.  Ehrlich was making 
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his predictions only fifteen years later, in 1968 ... in a book 

titled, The Population Bomb.  What he hadn’t considered in his 

calculations was that other scientists could take Watson and 

Crick’s discovery and do what they did.” 

“How’s that?” 

“It’s all here in the footnotes.” 

“I never read footnotes.” 

“I know, so let me read it to you.  So, DNA in 1953, then The 

Population Bomb predictions in 1968, then in 1973 Boyer and 

Cohen create the first genetically modified organism.  That’s 

what GMO stands for: Genetically Modified Organism.” 

“Yeah, I still don’t get that.” 

“Shhh.  I’m still reading.  This is fascinating.” 

 

* * * * * 

 

“Okay, here’s the short version.  You still interested, Greg?” 

“Yeah, go ahead.” 

“Okay.  Ehrlich predicts the population bomb and recommends 

forced birth control.  China takes him seriously and adopts a 

policy that Chinese parents can only have one child.  That, 

alone, leads to a stabilization of the Chinese population.  Then 

five years later, some other scientists figure out a way to make 

crops and livestock more productive.  That means that more 

food is available and the population bomb never explodes.  

Instead, the population increases so much so that Global 

Warming starts to occur.  That too, is blamed on the size of the 

population.” 

“I thought that the Global Warming thing turned out to be 

hooey.” 

“If I remember my History of Science class notes correctly, then 

you’re right.  Some of the theories had been revised by 2020, 

but the undeniable fact was that there were still more and more 
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people and the growing population was a major concern.  Once 

the United Nations took over Global Governance in 2022, the 

science was no longer important and the theories never really 

did get fully proven or completely discredited.  What was 

important was that there were simply too many people.” 

“I remember something about that from History class.” 

“So, you weren’t sleeping the entire time?” 

“No, just most of it.  China and North Korea had adopted 

population controls, right?” 

“Yes, but here in the States, the pendulum on abortion had 

swung back so far that all abortions were once again illegal.  Our 

population was growing, and growing fast.” 

“That’s when the program started: 2025, right?  I remember the 

date because that was the year we were born.  There was a lot 

of civil unrest and disobedience; at least that’s what my parents 

told me.” 

“They would know.  They lived through it.” 

“Yeah, they kept going on and on about that Hitler guy, people 

called skinheads, and Idiot ... who?  I forget.” 

“You’re probably referring to Idi Amin.  He and that guy who led 

the Hutu genocide of the Tutsi in Rwanda were very open about 

their intentions.  Genocide was pretty common back then.  But 

it was Hitler who backed it up with science, well, sort of.” 

“What do you mean?” 

“Hitler wanted to create the Master Race.  Of course, he said 

that his race, the German race, was the best one and that all the 

others needed to be eliminated.  Hitler’s considered the Father 

of Eugenics, even though genetics hadn’t been developed as a 

science then.” 

“No, but the horticulturists knew all about it.” 

“Back in the 1930s, they knew how to cross flowers and 

vegetables to make better flowers and vegetables.  That’s not 

the same.  They were using genetics, but didn’t know it.  

Eugenics had the same origins.  Some scientists wanted to cross 
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people just like horticulturalists crossed string beans.  Hitler 

took a different approach.” 

“Okay, so this Hitler guy was practicing Eugenics by killing off 

everyone who wasn’t German?” 

“That’s the general idea, but it’s much more complicated than 

that.  He was way ahead of the science.” 

“I remember those guys now, or at least some of them.  In 

history class, we were told that Hitler and Ehrlich were futurists, 

seeking a better world.  Our teacher said that they were ahead 

of their time, though and their ideas were resisted.  But I never 

really understood how.” 

 “Well, that part is explained in the second part of the guide 

here.  Did you read this?” 

“I tried, but it’s awful boring.  Why don’t you tell me what it 

says?” 

“Let’s put two and two together.  Hitler recognizes the need for 

a Master Race: a race free of lesser-qualified and lower-

performing individuals.  He, and Germany, are slaughtered by 

the Russians.  Then Ehrlich writes about the population bomb 

and gives new momentum to the idea that we not only have too 

many people, but that some of them ought to be eliminated.  

For a while, euthanasia was kicked around as an easy way to get 

a start on things.  But it was voluntary and didn’t get a lot of 

support except from the terminally ill.” 

“What’s this part about?” 

 

Greg points to a picture of a child with Down’s syndrome. 

 

“Hmmm... let’s see.  Oh.  It says that people with mental 

problems used to be sterilized so that they couldn’t have 

children.  That became illegal during the first experiments with 

Eugenics.  You need to remember that Hitler’s attempt at 

applied Eugenics was thoroughly rejected by the rest of the 
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world.  The people who argued that sterilization was a form of 

Eugenics won the argument, and it became illegal.” 

“Is that what the program is about?” 

“No, I don’t think so.  It says here that courts decided that it was 

cruel and unusual punishment to sterilize people who hadn’t 

committed a crime.  So they banned it.  No one gets sterilized in 

the program.  It even says so right here at the end of the 

paragraph.” 

“So, then, what’s it about?” 

“Wait.  I’m not finished reading the history part yet.” 

“Okay, go ahead.” 

“Remember when I was talking about GMOs?” 

“Yeah, I remember you talking about it just now, but I’m a little 

foggy on what we were taught in school.  What’s it called?  

Some kind of engineering?” 

“Genetic Engineering is the science that allows scientists to 

make genetic modifications in living organisms.” 

“That’s right.  I remember now.” 

“The first experiments were conducted to insert genes that did 

things like make insulin for diabetics.” 

“That makes sense.  In a later paragraph that I read the other 

day, it says that the program falls under the Global Universal 

Health Care Act.” 

“Let me go on?” 

“Okay.” 

“The next level of research was aimed at removing genes that 

caused bad things, like arthritis and dementia.” 

“Health Care, again.” 

“That’s the end of that section.” 

“So, what’s the program about?” 
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“I’m still not sure, but a program called The Programme For 

Global Population Sustainability has something to do with 

population control.” 

“But you said that genocide, euthanasia, and abortion were all 

illegal.  How can that be?  And what’s all this talk about 

genetics?” 

“I’m not sure, but now that I’m thinking about it, there are an 

awful lot of our friends who are adopted.  Look at the kids in 

our class.  You and I are two of about ten who live with their 

actual parents.” 

“And it seems like a lot of them come from SSIMS families, too.” 

“Why’s that important?” 

“Maybe it’s not.  I’m just making an observation.” 

“Same Sex Inter-racial Marriages have been growing in 

popularity since 2017 when the Supreme Court ruled that they 

were as valid as any other marriage.” 

“I know!  I just said that there were a lot of them!” 

“Are you yelling at me?” 

“No.” 

“Are we having our first fight?” 

“I don’t want to.” 

“Me either.  I’m sorry.” 

“Another kiss?” 

“Okay.” 

 “Mmm.  Nice, but I want to look at the guide some more.  

There was a part way in the back that had bullet points.  Let me 

show you.” 

“Where?” 

“Here.  Look, it says that after the Change, any fears that we 

have will be dispelled.  It says that the results are guaranteed.  

This part seemed odd, though.  It says that our feelings will 
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change so much that what we once thought to be desirable will 

become disgusting.  What’re they talking about?” 

“Look, it says that the injections don’t hurt.  Surgery is not 

necessary and not recommended.  The Change will take place 

over time: about six months.” 

“Yeah, that part was weird to me.  What are the injections for?  

...  Look what is says next.” 

“I see that.  It says that the six months, the time delay after the 

injections, is because cells in our bodies need time to replace 

themselves.  What’s that about?” 

“We’re missing something.  That’s for sure.” 

“It might be something important, too.  Look at the insert 

photo.” 

“It’s not just a good idea.  It’s your patriotic duty as a citizen of 

the United Nation to participate as fully as possible.  The fate of 

the planet depends on YOU.” 

“Very nice.  Where’d they get that guy in the striped top hat?” 

“I recognize him.  He’s from an old cartoon or something.  He’s 

somebody’s Uncle, I think.” 

“Turn the page.” 

“Okay.” 

“You never read this at all, did you?” 

“I got bored.  It all seemed so out there.  Besides, it’s the law 

that we all have to go anyway, so what difference does it make 

if I know ahead of time?” 

“Then why are we here now?” 

“What I said before was about how I felt when my cousin gave 

me the guide.  Now that I have my draft notice and I could lose 

you, it seems more important.” 

“That’s sweet ... sort of.  Wait.  There’s a program summary 

here in the last page.” 
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“What’s it say?” 

“Wow.  ...  It’s all here.  All the detail you want.” 

“You look upset.  Are you alright?” 

“I’m not upset.  I am surprised, though.  Let me read it to you.” 

“Alright.  You read out loud better than I do, anyway.” 

“Okay.  Here goes.  Purpose of the Programme: to control 

population growth and to assure that the next generations will 

be blessed with only the very best genes that we, as a people, as 

citizens of the United Nation, have to offer.” 

“What’s that mean?” 

“It’s nothing.  Just marketing.  Let me go on.” 

“Please do.” 

“Thanks.  All citizens will be genetically screened at the age of 

five.  A full workup will not be done until the age of fifteen.  

Those who fail the test at age five will enter the program 

immediately.  Doing so will lead to a more natural and nurturing 

upbringing. 

Natural and nurturing upbringing? 

Yeah, that’s what it says, um, then...  At fifteen, citizens will be 

pre-sorted into groups 1, 2, and 3. These initial classifications 

are made based on academic and physical performance, such as 

in school and in sports.  Shortly afterwards, a draft notice will be 

sent to each citizen.  Notices are staggered to avoid congestion 

at the Health Center.” 

“That’s the part of the program where we are now, I guess.” 

“Must be.  We just got our notices today, so here’s what 

happens next.  Recipients, or draftees, will report to the Health 

Center where a complete genetic map will be created, specific to 

each participant. 

“We’re getting our genetic code mapped?” 

Looks like it!  After that, it says that, Those with undesirable 

genes, such as the ones leading to cancer, bone deformities, and 
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even susceptibility to certain bacterial and viral diseases will be 

placed into Group 3.  Eliminating these genes is a global 

necessity for the ongoing health of the people and the planet.” 

“Huh?” 

“Group 3 people can’t have children, so the genes are isolated 

and eventually removed when those people die.  Can I go on?” 

“Sorry.  Yes, keep reading, please.” 

“Citizens with generally beneficial genes, but without 

outstanding mental or physical capabilities will be placed into 

Group 2.  This is the reserve group.  They will not undergo the 

Change nor be promoted to Group 1, unless there is an overage 

or shortage in Group 1 at a later date. 

“Overage?” 

“I think that means that if there are too many in Group 2, then 

they can be put into Group 3.” 

“Yeah.  It goes on here to explain.”  Those in Group 2 may 

experience a change in status during the Annual Genetic 

Allocation Conference.  Citizens in Group 2, however, are free to 

undergo the Change at their own option.” 

“There’s that change thing again.” 

“I’m sure we’ll get to it eventually. 

Citizens in Group 1 who also pass the genetic screening are 

placed into the Exempt category.  Those who fail will be 

reassigned as appropriate. 

“Reassigned?” 

“As appropriate.  That probably just means being put into Group 

2.  There’s more. 

It is these Exempt people who bear the full weight of our survival 

and of the success of the Programme.  The Exempt Citizens are 

free to marry whomever they want as long as the other partner 

is also a member of the Exempt class. 

“There it is, dammit.  That’s why we can’t be married.” 
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“Only if I test into Group 1.  But listen to this part.  They are 

encouraged to have children in order to promulgate the 

excellent genetic codes that they carry. 

“They who?  Exempts?” 

“Yeah. 

“See, they’re encouraged to have babies.  It’s not mandatory.  

We still live in a free society.” 

“Can I just finish this?” 

“Okay, sorry, but that last part means that our parents are 

Exempts, right?  Because neither of us are adopted?” 

“It says, Being the child of Exempt parents, however, does not 

guarantee that the child will also be exempt. So, that would be 

right.  And like it says, the kids aren’t always exempt.” 

“How’d that happen?  I mean, why didn’t I inherit the genes I 

need to be Exempt?” 

“I don’t know.  A mutation?” 

“Are you calling me a mutant?” 

“Of course not.  It’s more probable that your performance in 

the 7th grade wasn’t up to standards.  That was a bad year for 

you, remember?  Now let me read the rest of this.” 

“Okay.  Go ahead.” 

“Children of the Exempt will be apportioned out to those couples 

in groups 2 and 3 to relieve the burden of child rearing on those 

expected to produce multiple offspring, but each Exempt couple 

can elect to retain the custody of one child.  The policy also 

serves to give couples in groups 2 and 3 a more complete family 

experience.” 

“So people who aren’t allowed to have their own kids get to 

raise the fancy kids?” 

“That’s what it says.” 

I suppose that works out okay.  The kids won’t know the 

difference.  Hell, it doesn’t matter to any of our adopted friends. 
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“No, it seems fine.  There’s an explanation here.  It is important 

that each participant knows that this health program is 

necessary to cleanse the population of weak and undesirable 

genetic material.  People in poor health or with no ambition to 

succeed have been a burden on the planetary ecosystem and on 

society for too many years.  Please bear in mind, however, that 

unlike earlier attempts at assisted evolution ...” 

“At what?” 

“It says ‘assisted evolution’ just like I read it.  I think that’s the 

new term for Eugenics.  Calling it something new would remove 

any remaining stigma of past efforts.  Now hush.” 

“Okay, okay!” 

“... unlike earlier attempts at assisted evolution, we will not be 

actively removing certain genetic carriers.” 

“That’s what Hitler tried, right?” 

“Uh huh. ...  It says, People did not ask to be born with 

deficiencies and there is no reason to punish them.  But we can 

still cleanse the gene pool.  Instead of terminating carriers... 

“Terminating carriers?” 

“Killing people. 

Instead of terminating carriers, with our new technology, we can 

do something else.  We can remove the carriers of bad genes 

from the reproducing class of citizen thereby eliminating the 

inheritance of undesirable genes. 

“How can they do that?” 

“Our scientists can remove the heterosexual gene and insert the 

homosexual gene, changing a person’s personal preferences for 

sexual partners.” 

“Oh, that’s great. Just great.” 

“It means that the carriers, as they are called, won’t pass on bad 

genes because they won’t want to reproduce.” 

“Can they do that?” 
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“This program seemed out of reach for many years as the 

debate between the LGBT community and the religious right 

raged over whether or not being homosexual was a choice or 

part of a person’s basic makeup.  Genetic research conducted as 

a part of the Human Genome Project eventually identified the 

gender attraction genes, or GAG for short, and settled the 

argument.  No one chooses to be attracted to one gender or the 

other.  Being homosexual is contained in the genetic code. 

“We know that.  We’ve known that since...” 

“Since before we were born.  I always thought it strange that 

people ever thought differently in the first place, but apparently 

they did.  Anyway, the explanation goes on. 

With the new technology, our scientists can change the gender 

attraction gene on an individual basis.  But that’s not the best 

part.” 

“Oh, goody.  What could be better?” 

“You’re sounding a bit snide, Greg, but according to the guide, 

the reason is that, Because the change is at the genetic level, 

there is no remorse for having undergone the change.  

Participants simply and slowly experience a shift in their 

attraction: away from the opposite sex and towards the same 

sex.  Furthermore, those who went through the program have 

no regrets, because they are fulfilled in their new homosexual 

relationships.  Participants have been found to reject the 

thought of their former disposition so fully that they find it odd 

that they ever felt heterosexual at all.  The change, as it turns 

out, is the best form of contraception.  Changed couples have all 

the constitutional and family rights of straight couples with one 

exception: personally initiated procreation.” 

“Well, I suppose that does make sense, in a way.” 

“In summary, by limiting the number of people capable of 

bearing children in any one year, the Global Government can 

effectively control the global population.” 

“Your Nation, the United Nation, thanks you for your 

participation.” 
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Sheryl put the paper down and looked at 

Greg. 

 

“That all sounds so weird.” 

“Yeah, it does.  But it does seem to have worked.  According to 

Mom and Dad, crime is much lower than it was before the 

program was adopted.  Disease is almost non-existent, at least 

in the young people.  We’ve not had any wars in a long time.” 

“Society does seem to be rather complacent, but I can’t stand 

the fact that you and I can’t have our own children.” 

“We might.” 

“No, you’re not likely to ever be an Exempt, and while I might 

end up being in Group 2, we still wouldn’t be allowed to have 

children.  Maybe we should go ahead and commit our felonies 

and be done with it.” 

 

Sheryl looked at Greg longingly. 

Greg shook his head. 

 

“If I can’t have you, then I’ll go ahead and change.  That way I 

won’t want you anymore ... at least in a sexual way.  We can 

always be friends.  ...  Besides, it’s my civic and patriotic duty.” 

“What about me?” 

“You’re duty is to have smart, beautiful, genetically perfect 

babies.  Just not with me. 

 

 

* * * * * 
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Author’s Note: 

This short story contains several references to actual events as well as to fictional events created solely 

by the author.  Paul Ehrlich did write the book, The Population Bomb, and did promote population 

controls: mandatory ones.  Adolph Hitler, Idi Amin, and many, many others did practice Eugenics by 

mass murder.  These three men are considered by the rewritten history contained within the story, to 

be men ahead of their time: heroes and futurists; those opinions are fictional.  People with certain 

genetic diseases or mental disorders commonly were, at one time, sterilized.  The United Nations has 

not, at the time of this writing, obtained status as the global government.  The notes on the discovery of 

DNA and the development of GMOs are factual as written, if incomplete.  The Human Genome Project is 

a factual program with the mission of mapping all human genes.  The struggle of the LGBT community to 

make the case that being homosexual is not a choice and that homosexuality is an integral, genetic, part 

of who they are, is factual.  The resolution is not; the struggle goes on.  The capability to change 

someone’s attraction from opposite sex to same sex is theoretically possible, but the ability has not 

been developed - yet. 

In summary, what makes this little story so frightening is that it is entirely possible. 


